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be now seen in the first place what will be the effect of the prose-
cutions on Agrarian crime.
In this painful state of things, it is not to be supposed that the
people of Ireland generally have failed, under the beneficial
legislation of the last half century, to make a real advance in
civilisation. For the disturbed year 1879, the homicides in Ireland
were 64; but for the disturbed year 1831 * they were 242. The
cases of firing with intent to kill were 41. But in 1831 they were
328. The very brutal offence of maiming animals to injure the
owners was recorded for 1879 in 125 cases but for i83Z in 290, the
incendiary fires for 1879 were 254 for 1831 they were 568. It is
[in] the misleaders of the Irish people that the root of the mis-
chief seems to lie and this is a very special reason for striking
at the heads and not at persons comparatively insignificant in
the endeavour to grapple with the system which reduces law to
a mockery and order to a chaos.
* Or 1832, the record has a misprint.
697                  Queen Victoria to My. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                        BALMORAL. Nov. 2. 1880.
See now that the prosecutions are to commence tomorrow.
Wish to know mode. But my feelings very anxious. Government
should not be considered as wanting in courage and firmness as
the state of affairs is so very serious.
698              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 153-4.)
BALMORAL, 2 November. 1880.
. . . The Queen is rather anxious about the state of affairs
in Ireland.
She receives communications from some who declare that
Anarchy prevails and from others who complain of the Irish
Executive.
But from her Irish Government she receives no information
whatever.
Would it not be right that the Lord Lieutenant or the Chief
Secretary should let Her Majesty know what are their opinions
on the State of Ireland, and to report on the proceedings they are
taking ?